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Dear Metabolomics Society Members: 

 

Article 14.1(b) of the Bylaws of the Metabolomics Society provides that the Bylaws may be 

amended through a specific mechanism “when the best interests of the Society require swift  

action.” The Society Board feels that several items require swift action as outlined below, given 

upcoming activities this year, including changes in publishing contracts and planned Task Group 

activities. 

 

Pursuant to Article 14.1(b) of the Bylaws, the Board was formally notified of the needed 

amendments, they were discussed, and a vote was taken. The outcome of the vote was in favor of 

moving forward with these amendments. 

 

The intent of the proposed amendment of the Society’s Bylaws is as follows: 

 

1. To clarify the definition for meetings of the members to include electronic means or other 

forms of communication and remove the requirement to follow Roberts Rules of Order. 

This will allow for alternative methods to be used for meetings and for meeting rules of 

order. 

2. To remove references regarding compensation for Directors and clarify text referring to 

reimbursement to Board of Director members for non-Board activities to comply with 

Massachusetts State law.  

3. To define the election procedure for the Early-Career Member Network (EMN) Chair, 

which will be by the members of the Early-Career Member Network Committee, with 

subsequent approval by the Board of Directors. This has been the procedure for electing 

the EMN Chair since the inception of the EMN and this modification is intended to 

formally establish this procedure as part of the Society bylaws. 

4. To clarify that the period of time spent on the Board of Directors by the EMN Chair will 

not be counted towards their Director term, if subsequently elected to the Board of 

Directors. This is consistent with the current practices of the Society, so this modification 

is intended to formally establish this procedure as part of the Society bylaws. 

5. To add a clause that nominees for the Board of Directors must be members of the Society 

with up-to-date payment of dues. This addition is intended to clarify that individuals who 

intend to run for the Board of Directors are members in good standing with the Society. 

6. To clarify that Immediate Past Officers are permitted to vote as members of Society 

Committees and Task Groups. This modification is intended to clarify that although 

Immediate Past Officers are non-voting members of the Board of Directors, they are 

permitted to vote as members of Committees and Task Groups, as is the current practice 

of the Society. 

7. To clarify that the Officer term supersedes the Director term and that Officers elected in 

the middle of their Director term will be permitted to complete their 2-year Officers term. 

This modification is intended to clarify the current bylaws to explicitly state which term, 



Director or Officer, should be followed in this case. Additionally, it allows an elected 

Office to maintain the two-year term for continuity in leadership. 

8. To define the Executive Committee as including the President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

This modification is intended to reflect the actual practices of the Board of Directors. 

9. To formally separate the Conferences and Training Committee into the Conferences 

Committee and the Training Committee. Given that the Annual Meeting and other 

conferences are the focus of the Conferences and Training Committee, allowing minimal 

effort to be put forward for training activities and issues, this will allow for a more 

focused effort in Training.  

10. To streamline the bylaws by defining terms used throughout and correction of grammar.  

 

Therefore, the proposed amendments are hereby posted for a 30-day comment period to provide 

the opportunity for Member feedback. After this 30-day period, the Board will hold a second 

discussion with Member feedback considered; and then a second vote of the Board will 

be taken. If that vote results in a second affirmative vote of ⅔ of the Board, the amendments will 

have been approved and become part of the Bylaws. 

 

Please review the modified Bylaw document posted here, and send any comments within 30 days 

of this posting to: secretary@metabolomicssociety.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jules Griffin, President 

Krista Zanetti, Secretary 

Nichole Reisdorph, Treasurer 


